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O THE AUSTRALIAN

public, Jennifer Hawkins'

life seems like a fairytale

- the only difference

is that it's real. Just
over three years ago, the former
legal secré_:tary and cheerleader
left Australia for the first time to
compete in the Rolls Royce of beauty
pageants, Miss Universe. Her goal
was to make it to the top 10 finalists,
but after touching down in Ecuador,
her confidence was king-hit when
she clocked the other ﬁnal:c;ts

’f'l turn up with two “suitcases
52 and 156 al these g:rls arriving with-

six, seveﬂ qultcasf:s, and 1 just went
~into’ shock " she remembers I rang
7 M anetsaid; ¢ “Pmaot in my league ™
. here. I'm not prepared.” 2

..~ Fhe judges disagreed, and soon

she was rockirig a diamond-and-peart-

. tiara and stressing out about all the

| official duties tl;lat had suddenly

+ appeared in_her diary, “Beforé the
L i

R RN e S

loc

compf:tition, I was terrified of pu blic
speaking.”-'she explains. “"During
the pageant | didn’t want to get into
the top five because | didn‘t want
to answer the general knowledge
question in public! My first big
speaking event was at the 2004
lnternaﬁlonal AIDS Conference in
Thailand with Kofi Annan and Richard
Gere; | was so anxious. | remember
being backstage and feeling like
| had to throw up. But once l'd
finished my speech, 1 had this great
sense of accomplishment.”

Since handmg over her crown
{to Miss Canada in May 2005), Jen’s
career has gone coco bananas

=~ much to her father s 'surprise. "l

“ remember my dad saymg after my- -
year as Miss Universe, ‘That s good
it’s over ... now we can get back to
nlorm:a‘l"’ :ﬂmd I'remember Hlmkmg, ‘1
don't know about that.” y

* She wa&nght everyone wanted

_apieceof the-lia\sﬂ{m& action, and .’

JJ«.'

Despite her mega-b
career, Ms Hawkins
screwed on pre

J zipped and pinnedl!” e
~_As the %4 million face of >

bucks modelling
otill has her head
tty damﬂ t"ght

not much has chan'g_-éd' smce These

days, she's swapped—.-hér He_:_wc_astie

Knights cheerleader’s uniform for I

slightly more upper-crust threads
from Gber retailer Myer, stacks
her make-up kit with productq
from CoverGirl and .shimmies into
undenvear bearing the Lovable brand

; name Given how much attentmn

Jennifer’s undies (or lack of) scored
after a

during a fashion parade; it was a
ssmart cookie at Lovablé Who had the’
bright idea of gettmg her 51gnaturs &

on a contract, prnnto ;

"Oh, the wardrobe ma].functlon
she iaughs "lI'was so embarrassed
b'ut' I see it as a ‘learning

3 exp'enence It also lets people know
I'm human and nothing is perfect in
life; not every‘thmg runs smoothly,
Trustme, everytime [go to afashion.
show now, | make sure e_‘{erytl'nng is

‘wardrobe malfunction’

-
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“Hake fEin. 1S only reatly

& Myer, fashion parades are
a big part of Jennifer's new
life. The press loves to beat
up rivalry between herself and
Megan Gale, the long-standing
face of David Jones, which
is lronic given Jen said in a
2005 interview that Gale was
her heroine, along with Elle
Macpherson, and commented
on how she'd love to meet them
both. You can bet Jennifer has
a good giggle at the friction
reports —one thing that hasn’t
changed is her
humour. During a recent live
webchat to promote Myer's
new season shows; she fended

sense of

off numerous marriage
proposals (plus one offer to
rub “sunscreen into those
tricky spots at the beach”)
and gave the following
advice. to any legal
secretaries who wanted
to become Miss Universe:
“Send -my mate Trumpy a
nice letter and see how you
qo!” When asked about a
solution for world peace,
global warming and ending
poverty, she shot back,
“Doyou mind if I ring my
friend Bono first?”

But it wasn't all jokes
— she admitted she’s been
approached for a couple of
acting roles, but has had to
turn them down because
of her crazy schedule. "I
did get an offer fora movie
(Pink FPanther 2), but I
couldn’lt accept it. It Kind
of upset me a little.”

But even Jen herself
admits you never know
whaf's around the corner.
“Three years ago, 1 wasn't
even in this industry, so

Miss Universe warned me.
my life would never be the
sa_m_'e, but I really didn’t

been in the past year or so
| have realised how my life
has changed -and thought,
‘How | know what the,\-,r ;
were talking about!”™”

JEN & JAKE
SNEl
ATREE ..

The couple’s first date
(before |ennifer became
Miss Universe) involved

Chinese take-out and

the How To Lose A
Guy In 10 Days DVD
— that gives you an idea
of how low-key the
relationship between

Jen and boyfriend |ake

Wall is: Despite the
national profiles and
long separations, they're
still loved-up.“It’s been
difficult maintaining
relationships with
everyone, including my
friends and family." Jen
points out.”lt’s hard,
but we don't take things
extremely seriously!” Any
engagement plans on the
horizon? “We've both
got our careers ahead
of us," says Jake.“We'll
see how it goes™

JEN’S BODY
SECRETS

She may
backyard cricket and netball
when she was a little tacker,
but these days it's all about
spending quality time with
her personal trainer. I love

have been Iinto

exercise but | also like to eat,
so | really have to step things
up a bit, especially when:1'm
aoing to be in a bikini,” Jen
says. Pilates, yoga and walking
are on her exercise menu,
replacing carbs and coffee.
“I'm laying off my usual three
cappuccinos. a day,” she
confessed in the lead-up to
_the recent Myer shows. But

—how does she maintain it when

she’s travelling "so.-much?
“The last place | went to was
Siena, Italy; and there was lots
o.f_ greal ‘pasta and bread,-but
| had to just keep away from
it.” Sounds like "willpower”
can-be -added to-“her body”
on the list Tof things we're
jealous of! Wi end :
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